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Message Text 


1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH GID CHIEF, PRINCE TURKI AL- 
FAISAL, EMBOFF BROUGHT UP SUBJECT OF MIDDLE EAST PEACE 
AND TURKI'S VIEWS ON CURRENT EFFORTS, PARTICULARLY 
PRESIDENT SADAT'S NEW PROPOSALS. TURKI EMPHASIZED 
THAT WHILE SAUDI ARABIA APPRECIATED THE SADAT INITIATIVE, 
IT ACCOMPLISHED ALL IT COULD AND SHOULD NOW BE DROPPED. 
SADAT, THROUGH HIS INITIATIVE, HAD PROVEN THAT THE 
ISRAELIS ARE NOT SINCERE IN THEIR CLAIM THAT THEY WOULD 
NEGOTIATE IN GOOD FAITH WITH THE ARAB STATES. 


2. PRINCE TURKI ALSO MADE SOME OTHER INTERESTING 
COMMENTS. HE SAID THAT THE SAUDI UNDERSTANDING DURING THE 
TAIF DISCUSSIONS HELD LAST SUMMER WAS THAT, IF THE PLO 
ACCEPTED 242, THEN THE UNITED STATES WOULD AGREE TO 
RECONVENING GENEVA. TURKI ADDED THAT THE SAUDI 
EFFORTS WERE MADE AND ARE STILL BEING MADE WITH 
THE VIEW TO RECONVENING GENEVA. 


3. COMMENT: THE SAUDIS HAVE NEVER BEEN COMFOR- 
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TABLE WITH THE SADAT INITIATIVE, EVEN THOUGH THEY 
SUPPORTED IT PRIVATELY. THEY HAVE ALWAYS LOOKED 
AT SADAT’S INITIATIVE AS HAVING BROUGHT ABOUT A 
SITUATION WHERE IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO ARRIVE AT AN 
ARAB CONSENSUS. FOR SAUDIS, CONSENSUS IS UPPERMOST 
AND THEREFORE THEY WANT SADAT TO REPUDIATE THE INITIATIVE 
SO THAT THEY CAN GET PRESIDENT ASSAD TO JOIN IN A 
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CONSENSUS OF THE CONFRONTATION STATES. THE SAUDIS 
WILL WORK HARD FOR THE RECONVENING OF THE GENEVA 
PRACE CONFERENCE. CROWN PRINCE FAHD'S COMMENTS TO 
THE AMBASSADOR (REFTEL) SHOULD BE INTERPRETED AS BEING 
STEPS SAUDIS WILLING TO TAKE TO RECONVENE THE GENEVA 
CONFERENCE. PART OF SAUDI WISH TO RECONVENE GENEVA IS 
THEIR DESIRE TO STAY OUT OF THE LIMELIGHT. WITH 
GENEVA RECONVENED, THEY WOULD BE COMFORTABLY IN THE 
BACKGROUND WHERE THEY ARE MOST HAPPY, AS FAR AS CON- 
SENTIOUS ISSUES ARE CONCERNED. 
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